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Introduction 

Research on human trafficking has been increasing over time specifically since 2000 when the Trafficking Victim Protection Act was passed. This has made the crime to gain much attention to human rights advocates, law enforcement and policymakers. However, in this area of research, it remains to be uneven and underdeveloped. To get the evidence supporting the number of victims of human trafficking is very scarce and thus not being able to highlight the prevalence and incidences (Liu, 2017). On the other hand, there is no or little consensus when it comes to dealing with this kind of crime when compared to other crimes such as intimate partner violence and rape.  Again, despite not being able to access the actual numbers of victims of human trafficking, it is clear that many cases of human trafficking still takes place more so due lack of serious participation of the authorities in the same. However, although research in this field has continued to evolve, still more attention needs to be directed to the victims. What people and the government forget that human trafficking is modern slavery and strict measures need to be taken to curb it. The community at large has felt the impacts of human trafficking which include fuel organized crimes, breakdown of families and communities, creating opportunities for subversion and extortion and undermines public health. For that reason, to do away with human trafficking, there is need to get reliable data concerning the characteristics of perpetrators and victims, the assessments of trends and mechanisms of operations. 
Description of Relevant Case
‘Big sister’ Ping is one of the court cases involving snakehead gangs who smuggled immigrants from china to rich western countries. Ping was extradited to the United States to face trial after losing a legal battle for three years in Hong Kong. She was facing trial over the infamous 1993 Golden Venture tragedy. According to the department of justice in the United States, ping known full names as Cheng Chui-ping had made use of all legal avenues and had to be surrendered to the US officials. She was accused of smuggling 300 Chinese illegal immigrants to North America where 10 of them drowned. Some of the main charges Ping faced include extortion, kidnapping and illegal money transfer (Kilgannon and Singer, 2014). Although the jury deliberated 5 days to exempt her for money laundering charge, she failed to return a verdict and Judge Michael Mukasey directed the jury to proceed to deliberate that charge. At last, she faced imprisonment of 35 years. 
Another case of snakehead gangs being convicted involved a Dutch lorry driver, Perry Wacker, who was sentenced to 14 years in prison. He was accused of taking an active part in smuggling operations which were directed by the Chinese snakehead gang. The jury found him guilty of conspiracy to fuel the transport of illegal immigrants (Kelso, 2001). During the case of Perry Wacker was Ying Guo who was sentenced to 6 years. Ying Guo acted as a translator from South Woodford. She acted the role of immigrants’ contact in Britain and hence jailed for conspiracy. Sentencing the two, Justice Moses claimed that human trafficking of this nature posed hostility threat to asylum seekers and advised the government to establish draconian measures.
Analysis
Looking at the big sister ping case, it is clear that the case took 3 years in Hong Kong before being transferred to New York. This was a result of the complexity of the case in distinguishing beyond doubts that Ping was involved in human smuggling. Although at last she was sentenced to 35 years in prison, it is clear that this was not a walk in the park to make such a decision. The main challenge, in this case, was inadequate source of information to ascertain that she was behind the smuggling of illegal immigrants to North America (L’Hoiry, 2018). Secondly, the victims who were rescued were a bit reluctant to convey important information to the authorities in helping them charge the criminals. This took a lot of time although at last the ‘big sister’ ping was found guilty and sentenced.
In the second case involving Perry Wacker, although it was not complicated to clarify that he was directly involved in the transportation of smuggled illegal immigrants, it still had some challenges. The first challenge was the hidden victimization and traditional policing methods (Dauvergne, 2017). From how the victims were packed in the lorry, it was hard for people to know illegal immigrants are being transported. Again, the victims who were rescued from the lorry were a bit hesitant to give the police the information they wanted while the methods that police often used in such cases were traditionally based and that why most of such cases go unnoticed. The challenges faced and the complexity of the cases proves the existing gap to deal with human trafficking.
One of the probable solutions to handle human trafficking cases is through punishing every party involved from organizing, transporting, translators and every party involved in human trafficking (van der Leun & van Schijndel, 2016). The police should polish up their tactics in identifying every individual who was involved in the four stages of trafficking, namely, luring, honeymoon stage, coercion and exploitation stages. Punishing only the financiers which have been seen in most cases is not advisable as other perpetrators are left free to carry on the crime. 
Secondly, those found implicated in human trafficking should be either hanged or offered life sentence to act as a lesson to the rest who may be intending to engage in the same. From the above cases, sentencing a driver who led to the death of the illegal immigrants for 14 years and the translator 6 years does not portray justice to the martyrs of human trafficking (Burke, 2017). The punishment also does not match with the suffering not only the suffers from human trafficking go through but also their families. For that reason, the authorities in collaboration with the department of justice should look into the matter and recommend either hanging of the culprits of life imprisonment. 
Last but not least, the masses need to be educated on how to identify suspects and escape from being smuggled and authorities to beef security in regions recording high levels of human trafficking (van der Leun & van Schijndel, 2016). Many people get smuggled unknowingly while some by force and hence the government needs to educate people on familiarizing with signs of being trafficked. From this, it is clear that the China government has a huge task in strengthening security to deal with human traffickers in the region.
Conclusion

Having discussed snakeheads gang human trafficking cases, it is clear that still in the 21st century such practices are taking place and most go unpunished. therefore, the relevant and authorities need to invest much in curbing such cases taking into consideration the impacts human trafficking brings not only to the society but also to the economy. Nevertheless, it is still worth noting the unnoticed efforts authorities are putting into place to try to fight and eliminate human trafficking and related crimes.
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